THE treatment of plantar warts is occupying an increasing proportion of the time of dermatological externs. In Northern Ireland attendances of patients suffering from plantar warts at dermatological externs increased from 1,081 in 1962 to 1,267 in 1966, a rise of 17.2 per cent.
Many treatments have been used: 1. Thomson (1943) first described the treatment of plantar warts by using 3 per cent formalin he cured 33 out of 39 patients. 2. Anderson and Shirreffs (1963) Eighty-three patients were treated by the following regime: 1. 5 per cent formalin to be applied as soaks to the warts for half an hour every evening. 2. The warts to be pared down every three days with a number 3 scalpel and number 15 blade. 3. The area surrounding the warts to be covered with a thin layer of Vaseline. 4. The warts to be kept covered with a wide strip of elastoplast.
The patient and the parents had the treatment carefully explained to them and were given a treatment pro forma. A similar pro forma was sent to their doctor.
All 83 patients were cured, 75 within three months and the others within six months; this represents a cure rate of 100 per cent.
The eight other cases were dealt with as follows-two required no treatment as the warts were dead, one needed general anaesthesia as he was a spastic, and the other five insisted upon surgery under local anaesthesia.
The second series relates to the question of operative removal of plantar warts under general anaesthesia. In removing plantar warts by this method, three factors have to be considered: 1. Is the risk of a general anaesthetic justified to remove plantar warts? 2. Is the result of removal under general anaesthesia better than treatment by more conservative measures? 3. Is the possible production of fairly severe pain for two to three weeks after removal under general anaesthesia better than pain of much less severity over a longer period? Unfortunately the answer to the third question does not appear in this paper because we did not consider this question in the original pro forma.
When a patient was referred to the City Hospital, for removal of warts under general anaesthesia, the vast majority of them were reviewed by Dr. Jefferson or Dr. Kelly before they were admitted to the hospital, and 97 patients were seen in such a manner. Of these 46 were not admitted and 51 were admitted. Of the 46 patients not admitted, 13 patients did not require treatment as the warts were dead or dying. The remaining 32 patients were discharged on formalin treatment. Of these 25 showed clearance of their warts in three months, five within six months and the remaining two within eight months. Fifty-one patients were admitted and of these 48 
